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Religion Based
Upon Gratitude

“He that urges gratitude pleads
the cause of both God and men,
for without it we can neither be

sociable nor religious.” says the pa-
gan philosopher, Sensca. Thanks-

' giving, then, if this be true, is not

4 # an act of worshjp, but -an influence ¥

. > for social advancement. Gratitude
is said to be the rarest of virtues, 4
yet it exists, and it runs like a

: golden chain throughout society,

?T binding men together. Nor is it as

rare as we are likely, from expe-
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rrience and observation to think it
| is.  False gratitude may be elo-
| quent-but it is not easy to express
| real gratitude in words. ‘“No me-
| taphysician ever felt the deficiency
lof language so much as the grate- -

| ful,” and through that defici
$7 Velour Hats

headquafters, and 1 will be glad
Don'{ forget 'to bring mother

20c Engineer’'s and 35¢ Leather-Faced
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Firemen's

CHECKERED

Xmas
Holiday
Boxes

vary considerably in its strength
there are few if any who are
wholly lacking, and the meer con-
sciousness of it makes it a potent
force in the social advancement of
man. Whether thanksgiving be ex-
pressed or withheld it is an influ-

cumstances may prevent its expres-
self which he never voiced and for i .
agree with Rocehefoucauld that
Right Here
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others js the test of our souls. ‘mere sﬂﬂﬂmﬂm@ mnthm mso’d

y
gratituda is often dumb. Neither
is conduct a true test, for: circum- )
N stances may deny the opportunity Gl

of its expression, or conflicting cir- . P 03 oves
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tween men and men, for which evi- L

[dence is lacking, yet there is prob- '

ably no man who cannot recall a $4 48 $3 98 3c c '

‘feelmg of gratefulness within him- ° L4

favors which he never requited. ’ Kirsh ALL-WOOL
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and feelings than we do of those of ) :
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‘“‘gratitude in the generality of men

is only a strong and secret wish to o

receive still greater benefits.”” Un- $1 23 89c 1 48 19 98 4

doubtedly there is much on the sur- ° L4 L !

face to justify that view, but while

the quality of real gratitude may ’
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ence for betterment within every sa'n pedro
one of us, for the feeling toward
But if that is true as between = 2 = )

men, it is more true; and a much . ; . !

more potent influence, between men
and God. The sense of gratitude is
the measure of devotion. If it is a
mere utterance of the lips it has no
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The mpst wonderful assortment
you haye ever seen. The famous®
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meaning, no matter how eloguently
worded, reasons a writér in the St.
Louis GlobeDemocrat. If it does
not come from the heart it is a
mockery; and the deeper its feel-
ing, even though it be dumb, the
closer it brings one to its divine ob-
jective. No pean of praise can
reach one-half so high as the
thankful thought, which in itself
is a prayer. It is more than an
acknowledgment of spirit, an up-
invisible self into
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lifting of the
contact «with its source, with a con-
sequent” enrichment of new strength
and new courage. Gratitude, as
the old pagan said, is essentlal to 10%
religion. There is no religion where
there is no gratitude. And the
power of religion is in exact pro-
L portion to the sense of thankfulness
it ~inspires. That does not mean
that God is a great almsgiver who
dispenses charity for the reward of
appreciation. He gives because he
is God, and giving «is the expres- »

sion of his unaltering goodness. He Double Blankets; plain colors; also plaids; 5
gives freely regardless of thanks. $3.50; less 107% $3ol
He cannot be bribed to larger fa- Sk L it et ) h
vors by gratitude. The effect of
gratitude is upon ourselves, in the
exercise of our souls and in the
approach to diety through that ex-
ercise, which is the essential es-
sence of religion.

And that effect may be collective
as well as individual. We are to-
day a nation engaged in thanks-
giving. We are, in totality, a hun-
dred million souls expressing grati-
tude to Him for His blessings to
us as a people. If that is a mere
formality it is nothing—it is worse
than nothing. We may be quite
«f| sure that God does not delight in
rhetoric that is but sounding brass
and tinkling cymbals, We may be
equally sure that we as a nation
are not advanced or uplifted by
sermons or prayers or speeches that,
however beautlfully attired, are but
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soul of the nation raised up there-
by, and given a larger vision, an
| increase of power, a nearer ap-
| proach to the glory of divinity, by
‘the exercise of the spirit within us, N
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privilege we are thankful.
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